
then American society is suspended over an abyss and it will
require the engineering skill of the best elements in church and
State to keep us from falling into depths of distress." If any
part of it is true, then the disease is in the system and "the
treatment must be constitutional and radical and preventive."
The new woman does not care to pose as a reformer, much

less as a martyr, but her pledge demands of her that she
endeavor to do the "whatsoever" and to follow her leader, the
Healer of Gennesaret, even to the cross, but does not every
manly instinct cry out against sending our virgin daughters to
face Sodom and Gomorrah? God pity that people whose
women stand alone against the fiercest, the most implacable,
as well as the most insidious foe that ever assailed home and
country. Until men and women together, with the little child
in the midst and the stranger within our gates as well "hear
and learn and observe to do all the laws" of that only perfect
sanitary code ever formulated, written in the books of Moses
so plain that a wayfaring man, though a fool, need not err
therein, written in the very substance of our normal being so

that violation of them brings the penalty inweakness andpain.
Until we teach them diligently, father, mother, priest and doc¬
tor, to our children from the time they "know not anything"
the full counsels of the God who created their bodies, we are
in danger.
The story of Onan and of Baal-peor ; of Eli and David and

of Herodias' daughter, are not without their parallels today.
If we are ashamed of and forsake the words of life, life and
health will forsake us as surely as they did Canna or Israel.
When we read of a Pearl Bryan and think of the young girls
unprotected by law after the age of legal consent from the
wiles of the deceiver, who blights heart and soul as well as
body, a crime tenfold more heinous than he commits who only
destroys the body by violence. Does Jeremiah seem unmanly
weeping for the slain of the daughters of his people? When
we realize that from heredity, the seed of wild oats, or "the
transmission of lust from unrestrained licentiousness in wed¬
lock," little blistered feet that never walked are hastening to
the grave ; and infants of tender years in homes where we least
expect it are children who are corrupters. What man worthy
of the name will say hush! hush! to Isaiah's call: "Lift up
thy voice like a trumpet and show my people their transgres¬
sions?"
When, in our practice, a young wife is fallen down at the

door of her married home, fit subject for the surgeon's knife,
what Christian physician but thinks of Benjamin destroyed, of
Jabesh-Gilead smitten and forty thousand of Israel slain to
right one woman's wrong? Not one husband's conscience, but
our whole social system is at fault that our daughters, yes,
and our sons, are not afforded the protection which was given
the slaves from diseases more loathsome and persistent than
smallpox and the plague.
" Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there?

Why, then, is not the health of the daughter of my people
recovered?' W. O. E.

"Mirror Speech."
Denver, Colo, Feb. 21, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Inthe editorial comments of the issue of
the Journal for Dec. 19,1896, page 1307, you have a paragraph
on "Mirror Speech," quoted from the Bulletin of the Progr\l=e`\s
M\l=e'\dical,November 28, you do not state where the little
patient was trephined, whether on the left or right side of the
head or over what portion of the hemisphere.
I have been engaged in working up speech defects of late

and in one case, cyst of the brain, there was a transposition of
the letters of words. The patient talked nearly normally, but
writing was almost unintelligible from the transposition of the
letters, but it was not "mirror speech." I will mail you a

reprint of six cases of speech defect. The one that I refer to
is the fourth case of the series.
I shall feel greatly obliged for any additional facts in Bau-

douin's cases. I am Yours truly,
J. T. Eskridge, M.D.

Cretins in America.
Baltimore, Md., March 5, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Willyou kindly allow me the use of your
columns to ask for information on the subject of cretinism in
America? I have been detailed by the Pediatric Society to
take part in the discussion on Internal Secretions at the Con-
gress of American Physicians and Surgeons in Washington, on
May 5, and I am anxious to present the experience of Ameri-
can physicians on the use of the thyroid extract in the treat
ment of cretinism. I wish brief statements, 1, of the name,
age and sex of the patients; 2, of the length of time the thy-
roid extract has been given, and with what results; 3, whether
any case cured by treatment has been able subsequently to
abandon the use of the extract; and I would also like to have
photographs showing the effects of the treatment.
I shall give full credit to any of my colleagues for the infor-

mation they may kindly furnish.
Very truly yours, William Osler, M.D.

1 W. Franklin Street.
P.S.—I have the details of the cases already published in

this country, but shall be glad of any additional data as to the
subsequent history.

Manufacturers in the Secular Press.
Duluth, Minn, March 3, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Permitme through your columns to call the
attention of the regular profession throughout the United
States to the fact that McKesson & Robbins of New York,
hitherto considered by medical practitioners a reputable firm,
have recently adopted the methods of the patent medicine
vendors in putting upon the market a remedy for the cure
of a certain disease and advertising the same to the general
public through the secular press, as witness the following from
the Literary Digest of Feb. 20, 1897.
This speaks for itself, and should not be allowed to pass

unnoticed by the profession at large, to which this house is
looking chiefly for support.

Yours truly, W. S. Fullerton, M.D.
"Tartarlithine, the new cure for rheumatism. L. E. B.,

Clifton Hotel, Ottawa, Ill., writes: 'On Sunday, April 5, 1896,
I was introduced to a citizen of this city who had not been able
to raise his hand to his head for several weeks on account of
rheumatism. He called on me One week later, and told me
that after taking Tartarlithine for only one week, the improve¬ment in him was truly phenomenal. In two weeks he was
practically cured.' Pamphlet on the cure of Rheumatism byTartarlithine sent free by McKesson '& Robbins, Manufactur¬
ing Chemists, 95 Fulton Street, New York."

PUBLIC HEALTH.
Pay for New York Village Boards of Health.—Chapter 430 of the

New York Laws of 1895 provides that the members of boards
of health in incorporated villages shall be entitled to receive
for the services rendered by them such fair and reasonable com¬
pensation as shall be fixed by the boards of trustees, which lat¬
ter are empowered to appropriate annually a sum not exceed¬
ing $500 for such purpose. Under this law, the appellate
division of the supreme court of New York holds, People v.

Board of Trustees of Village of Haverstraw, Dec. 31, 1896, that
a member of such a board of health, whose term of office did
not begin until after the statute went into effect, is entitled to
such fair and reasonable compensation as the board of trustees
shall fix, notwithstanding there was no appropriation therefor
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